
Learning disability strategy 

“People with learning 

disabilities will have a 

better quality of life; 

living locally where they 

feel ‘safe and well’, 

where they are valued 

and included in their 

communities and have 

access to effective 

personal support that 

promotes independence, 

choice and control” 

Our vision 
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What’s been happening? 

Since the last newsletter we’ve held our first 

events about how we plan to consult on the 

strategy. Thanks to everyone who’s been 

involved!  

We’re now ready to officially launch the 

consultation and engagement on the strategy. 

This issue is full of ways to get involved and 

as always, if you can think of other ways you’d 

like to have your say please let us know. 
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The Big Regional Event 
It was great to meet everyone involved in the Learning 

Disability Regional Participation Group and local forums at 

the Big Regional Event on 22 February at Colwyn Bay Cricket 

Club.  

We introduced the work on the strategy and asked how 

people with learning disabilities would like to be involved in 

writing it. We got some great feedback on our easy read 

version of the strategy and really appreciate all the ideas the 

group shared with us. 

We’re meeting the Regional Participation Group again on 19 

April to plan the next steps. Please sign up to our mailing list 

to hear the latest news. 

The online survey 
To get the word out far and wide we’ve launched an online 

survey asking what people think should be in the strategy. 

Please take a look and share the link with everyone you think 

may be interested. You can find it here: 

www.northwalescollaborative.wales/learning-disability-

strategy-consultation    

The survey will be open until 20 July 2018. 

 

Feel like 

you’re 

repeating 

yourself? 

We don’t think for a 

minute we’re the first 

people to ask how 

services need to improve 

in North Wales. If you’ve 

written up research, 

consultation findings or 

other reports that answer 

these same questions 

please feel to send them 

over to us to save 

repeating yourself. 

For more 

information 
If you’d like to be added 

to our mailing list to 

receive newsletters like 

this and information about 

events please let us 

know.  

Contact details are at the 

back of the newsletter. 

The Big Regional Event, February 2018 
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Who we are 

The Regional 

Partnership Board is 

leading the work. 

This is a group of 

people involved in 

health and social 

care set up to meet 

the requirements of 

the Social Services 

and Well-being 

(Wales) Act 2014. 

More information 

about the board is 

available on their 

website: https://

www.northwalescolla

borative.wales/. 

The Learning 

Disability Partnership 

are supporting the  

strategy. The 

partnership includes 

learning disability 

service managers 

from councils and the 

health board. It was 

set up to improve 

learning disability 

services across 

North Wales.  

The partnership work 

with the Learning 

Disability Regional 

Participation Group 

to support the 

learning disability 

community to shape 

and influence 

services. 

North Wales Provider Forum 
On 9 April we held the first meeting of the North Wales 

Learning Disability Provider Forum at the Optic in St Asaph. 

Around 60 people attended and even more have asked to be 

kept involved. 

The aim of the event was to introduce the work on the 

strategy and to ask what people wanted the forum to look 

like.  

We had some really interesting discussions about the 

strategy and as a result have updated our initial ideas for 

themes for the strategy. Please see the back page of this 

newsletter for details. These weren’t the only findings from 

the event and we’ll be producing a full report which we’ll use 

to help write the strategy. 

People told us they’d like the provider forum to be as 

inclusive as possible and involve everyone who considers 

themselves a provider of learning disability services. There 

are a lot of differences between local provider forums so a 

structure based on representatives from each didn’t sound 

like it would work as well. But there was also support for 

smaller theme or interest based groups.  

We said that we’d look at a similar event in the Autumn to 

give an update on the strategy consultation.  

We’re also thinking about combining the idea of a big 

inclusive event with smaller groups based around people’s 

areas of interest by holding an annual North Wales Learning 

Disability Conference. Please let us know what you think!  

Making the most of meetings 
Do you hold a regular team meetings with people who plan or 

provide learning disability services? Would you mind 

dedicating a slot on your agenda to discussing the strategy 

some time before 20 July 2018? If so, please contact 

sarah.bartlett@denbighshire.gov.uk for details. Thanks very 

much! 
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Contact Us 

Sarah Bartlett, 

Regional Project 

Manager 

01824 712038 

sarah.bartlett@ 

denbighshire.gov.uk 

www.northwalescolla

borative.wales    

What we’ve changed 
We’ve already had some great feedback on our initial ideas 

for the strategy and have rewritten the themes we’ll be 

consulting on below. What do you think? Please see our 

website for all the ways you can have your say 

www.northwalescollaborative.wales/learning-disability-

strategy-consultation    

About the strategy 

Our vision is that people with learning disabilities will have a 

better quality of life; living locally where they feel ‘safe and 

well’, where they are valued and included in their 

communities and have access to effective personal support 

that promotes independence, choice and control.  

We think the strategy needs to look at how health and social 

care services can work better together and focus on the 

areas people have told us matters to them:  

 having something to do  

 having a good place to live 

 having the right support through changes in life 

 friends and relationships  

 being healthy 

 being safe 

Other issues we think we need to look at in-depth in the 

strategy are: 

 the needs of people profound and multiple learning 

disabilities and complex needs 

 the needs of parents and carers 

 the needs of older people with learning disabilities and 

older carers 
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